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Challenges of today's landscape

QualityLink is an Erasmus+ project running Dec 2023 – May 2026  |  Partners:

Diversity of micro-
credentials and 

other short courses

Basic info and 
quality indicators 
rarely published 

using open 
standards

Standardise and 
reliable data crucial 
for recognition and 

understanding



Vision for an open quality data exchange architecture
(in particular, but not only for micro-credentials)

ARCHITECTURE





Data Exchange Architecture

Principles:

● Build on existing 
standards

● Low bar to adoption

● Flexibility where 
helpful

● Open to extensions

● New components 
open source



Implementation options

Expose information Aggregate data Public catalogue

Export ELM data
QualityLink aggregator

(project instance )
QualityLink pilot platform 

(hosted, filtered view)

Implement OOAPI
QualityLink aggregator

(own instance)
QualityLink pilot platform 

(own instance)

Implement Edu-API Custom aggregator Own custom front-end

Implement OCCAPI
All combinations are possible



EQAR’s Mission and Role

 EHEA’s official register of 
quality assurance agencies 
that comply with the 
Standards and Guidelines 
for Quality Assurance in 
the EHEA (ESG): currently 
58 QA agencies

 Non-profit and 
independent

 Acts in public interest



DEQAR:
“quality at your fingertips”

 Created in 2018

 Enhance trust and transparency in the EHEA and responds to 
needs of different stakeholders 

 Easy access to external quality assurance (QA) reports (i.e. 
accreditations, evaluations and certifications)  and decisions 
by EQAR-registered agencies (ONLY higher education)

 Accreditations and evaluations of HE providers uploaded by 
EQAR registered QA agencies

 https://www.deqar.e
u/

https://www.deqar.eu/
https://www.deqar.eu/


DEQAR Key Figures

June 2025

Reports 118 767

HE Institutions

(at least 1 report)

4541 

Higher Education 
Systems

(≥ 50% of HEIs)

32

Agencies 58
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Level of similarity of micro-credential 
skills/learning outcomes with those identified in 
forecasts (numeric scale)

The ratio of students per academic staff 
(numeric)

Ratio of students from a disadvantaged socio-
economic background (numeric)

Grade distribution table, following ECTS Users’ 
Guide practices (numeric)

HEIs that have recognised the micro-credential, 
e.g. towards a larger degree programme 
(numeric, list + links)

Quality Domains and 
Indicators

1) Content Relevance, Labour Market 
Demand and Accuracy

2) Teaching Methods and Pedagogy

3) Accessibility and Inclusivity

4) Learner-Centred Approach, 
Satisfaction and Success

5) Institutional Reputation



Use cases

Credential 
transparency for 

the labour market

Reliable 
information for 

recognition

Potential learners, 
guidance

Mapping and 
benchmarking

Alliances’ joint 
catalogues

Europe-wide 
visibility



Landscape of data standards used in Europe

Standard Maintained by Used by Tech

ELM EU EDC, QDR RDF ontology & profiles

ELMO EMREX EWP, EMREX XML schema

OOAPI SURF Dutch HEIs, European alliances REST API

OCCAPI EUF Some HEIs REST API

Edu-API 1EdTech Various REST API

DEQAR EQAR EQAR & QA agencies REST API

https://europa.eu/europass/elm-browser/index.html
https://github.com/emrex-eu/elmo-schemas
https://openonderwijsapi.nl/#/
https://occapi.uni-foundation.eu/
https://www.imsglobal.org/spec/eduapi/v1p0
https://www.deqar.eu/


Discovery of Data Sources

● Builds on existing registries
– Database of External Quality 

Assurance Results (DEQAR)

– Erasmus Charter

– EWP Network

● Manifest file under 
institution's web domain 
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